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April 30, 2009 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
In January 2002, President Bush signed into law the No Child Left Behind Act, which calls for 
changes in public education.  One requirement of the new law is that schools issue annual 
“report cards” to parents to inform them of how their child’s school is doing.   
 
I am pleased to provide you with the Braintree High School’s report card for 2008-2009.  It 
contains a great deal of information about our school.  The report card has two sections.  The 
“Highlights” section summarizes information about the qualifications of our staff, the academic 
performance of our students and the quality of our programs.  Following the “Highlights” are 
several pages of charts that give more detailed information, pertaining to our students’ 
performance on the MCAS tests.    
 
Upon reviewing this “report card on BHS, “ I hope you will feel the same sense of pride that you 
feel when you view your child’s report card.  The data and accomplishments stated in this 
report represent focused determination to provide all of our students with an enriching 
educational experience.  The PRIDE we have in our school program is reflected in this 
document.  Please refer to our school website (www.gpvillage.com/bhs) for additional 
information on the academic and activity programs at BHS. 
 
If you would like information about any other of the schools in Braintree, all of the report cards 
are available from the office of the Assistant Superintendent, 781-380-0130 ext. 106. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call me.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

David M. Swanton, Headmaster 
Mailing Address:  128 Town Street 
Braintree, MA 02184 
Phone:  (781) 848-4000 
Fax:  (781) 380-0116 
E-mail:  dswanton@braintreema.gov  
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Highlights 

 

In April 2005, the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) forwarded their 
final evaluation report from the September 2004 visit to Braintree High School.  As a 
community of parents, students, teachers and town representatives, we are proud of the 
accomplishments recognized in our continued accreditation by the NEASC.  PRIDE is the 
hallmark of BHS.  The mission of our school is founded in the values represented in the 
acronym PRIDE: 

    Partnership 

    Respect and Responsibility 

    Involvement 

    Diversity 

    Educational Excellence 

 

 

Our staff is highly qualified 

• All of our teachers and other professional staff members are licensed by the Massachusetts 
Department of Education. 

• All of our licensed academic teachers are “highly qualified” according to the federal 
definition, meaning that they have demonstrated competence in the subjects that they 
teach. 
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Our students perform well 

• A significantly higher percentage of Braintree High School tenth graders scored in the 
Advanced and Proficient categories – 82% in English Language Arts and 81% in math – on 
the 2008 MCAS tests than students statewide. 

• The state rated Braintree High’s MCAS results as “Very High” in English Language Arts and 
“Very High” in Mathematics. 

• According to the state, as a whole school, Braintree High is making “Adequate Yearly 
Progress” (AYP) on the MCAS in both English Language Arts and Mathematics, even 
though one subgroup of students, those with special needs, did not make AYP in English. 

• Ninety-nine percent of Braintree High School’s current senior class has passed both the 
English and the Mathematics MCAS, which makes them eligible to receive a high school 
diploma in 2008. 

• Eighty-five percent of the students in the Braintree High School Class of 2008 took the 
College Board’s SAT Reasoning Test, which is a measure of critical reading, mathematics, 
and writing.  On the critical reading portion of the 2007 test, Braintree’s average score was 
five points below the state and 17 points above the national average.  On the math portion, 
Braintree’s average score was 15 points above the state and 25 points above the national 
average.  On the writing portion, Braintree’s average score was 15 points above the state 
and 34 points above the national average. 

• In 2008, 235 Braintree High School students took 463 Advanced Placement (AP) Exams in 
sixteen subjects.  Of the exams taken by Braintree students, 86% received scores of 3 or 
higher, which generally constitutes eligibility for advanced credit standing at colleges and 
universities.  Among the Class of 2008, 20 students were granted the status of AP Scholar 
indicating that they received grades of 3 or higher on three or more AP Exams.  Also, 13 
students were granted the status of AP Scholar with Honor indicating that they received an 
average grade of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken and grades of 3 or higher on four or 
more of these exams.  In addition, twenty-nine students were granted the status of AP 
Scholar with Distinction indicating that they received an average grade of 3.5 on all exams 
taken and grades of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams.  In summary, it is 
noteworthy that 63 members of last year’s graduating class earned the prestigious 
distinction of being named an AP Scholar. 

• Braintree High School was selected by the Dept. of Elementary & Secondary Education to 
participate in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).  A randomly 
selected group of 100 seniors completed the three hour assessment facilitated by NAEP 
staff.  We were extremely proud of the student’s commitment to excellence, demonstrated 
through their effort and cooperation. 

• One student earned the distinction of being named a National Merit Scholar indicating a 
grade of at least 4 on eight or more exams. 
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• Additionally, one student was a semifinalist in the 2009 Presidential Scholars competition. 

• Class of 2008: 85% took SAT’s; Critical Reading Mean: 519; Writing Mean 528; Math 
Mean: 540; 68% attended 4-year colleges; 18% attended 2-year colleges; 2% attended other 
schools; 2% enlisted in the military and 10% joined the workforce. 

• Class of 2008 received $135,000 in scholarship donations in the name of the Braintree 
High School Scholarship Fund to support graduation senior’s pursuits of higher education. 

 

 

We’re proud of our programs  

• The BHS Guidance Department provides an exceptional quality of student support services, 
which include individualized academic planning, personal counseling, parent outreach 
programs, career exploration, and every aspect of post-secondary planning. Students are 
trained in the application and use of the Naviance Network to ensure college readiness and 
planning as students increase their awareness of higher education options. 

• Braintree High School and the METCO Program have been partners for over 40 years.  
Braintree was one of the seven original communities to welcome METCO students to our 
schools.  Currently, there are sixteen METCO students attending BHS.  The program 
benefits inner city students from Boston and Braintree students and families by providing 
opportunities to learn together.  All students develop an understanding of our pluralistic, 
interdependent world and an appreciation of various cultures. 

• There are seven BHS alternative education programs that meet the needs of diverse 
learners: ACES, AIMS, Alternative, ARCHER, Home Instruction, PMI and School-to-Work.  
These seven programs serve 140 students. 

• The BHS Health Office is staffed by two full-time registered nurses who provide 
professional health care to students and staff and are responsible for promoting, protecting 
and improving the health status for all students. They provide acute and emergency care, 
administer medications, and are responsible for immunization compliance and 
communicable disease monitoring, completing mandatory screenings, health counseling, 
including the promotion of healthy lifestyles and individual health care planning.  

• Braintree High School offers twenty-eight co-curricular clubs and activities and student 
participation is strong.  One example is the Student Council, a large, active, representative 
and positive student leadership group.  Their collective influence clearly contributes to 
promoting a positive school climate and increased student involvement and voice in school 
governance.  Each of these co-curricular groups is led by a dedicated faculty member whose 
contribution supports our school’s mission statement. 

• Braintree High School is genuinely committed to providing students with opportunities to 
serve others.  Specific service groups include Environmental, Interact, and Key Clubs, 
National Honor Society, and Best Buddies.  Additionally, at Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
BHS faculty, staff, and students contribute to the Adopt-a-Family program.  Games, 
clothing, food baskets, and personal items were given to forty-five families this year.  
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• The 65 seniors and 64 junior members of the Edna M. Parker Chapter of the National 
Honor Society have been very active within the community.  Over 500 community service 
projects were completed by this year’s graduating members, totaling over 2600 hours.  
Projects included volunteering at the Braintree Food Pantry on Wednesday nights, 
providing tutoring services within the schools of the district, also serving as guides for 
various school events and staffing a student run tutoring corner of the Media Center where 
students can go during study to get help in a variety of subjects. 

• Project Prove provides 23 students who have moderate special needs with opportunities to 
develop their academic, vocational and social skills in an inclusive school environment.  
Students are involved in regular education classes, co-curricular activities, and a wide range 
of experiences in the Braintree community and beyond. 

• The Braintree High School Special Education Department provides a comprehensive array 
of prescribed services for students in need of accommodations in the academic setting.  
Student services range from one-to-one instruction, use of the Kurzweil Lab, co-teaching in 
the regular education setting, access to para-educators, transitional and assessment 
specialists. 

• This year, 500 students carried out independent investigations as part of their science 
curriculum.  Of these projects, the top 125 were showcased at the annual Braintree High 
School Science Fair.  Fifteen projects from these went on to compete at the South Shore 
Regional Science Fair and three will compete at the Massachusetts State Science Fair. 

• The Foreign Languages Department sponsored a week long trip to France for thirteen 
students and to Spain for sixteen students.  The students lived with host families in La 
Rochelle and Caceres.  Students in France attended two high schools, the Lycée Saint-
Exupéry and Lycée Valin and the students in Spain accompanied their host students to a 
local high school in Caceres.  In addition, the La Rochelle group participated in educational 
tours of historical sites in Paris and the Spanish group did the same in Madrid. 

• The Foreign Languages Department maintains chapters of the French and Spanish 
National Honor Societies.  Successful candidates are inducted into the societies in spring of 
their junior year; senior members in good standing receive their cords at the spring 
ceremony. 

• A new state-of-the-art Language Laboratory was installed in March 2008, which enhances 
the teaching and learning of the Foreign Language curriculum. 

• Braintree High School offers a comprehensive athletic program that includes sixty-one 
teams at the varsity, junior varsity, and freshmen level.  796 student athletes participated in 
fall and winter sports of which 38 were named to the Bay State Conference All-Star Teams, 
19 were All-Scholastic Recipients, one was a Bay State Conference MVP, another was a 
sectional Wrestling Champion and two more were State Champions in the Sports of 
Gymnastics and Wrestling. 
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• Between the Fall & Winter Athletic Seasons, 5 teams qualified for MIAA tournament play, 
while 5 teams won Bay State Conference championships.  The Boys Gymnastics team won 
the MIAA State Championship. Both the Girls’ Varsity Ice Hockey Team and Boys Varsity 
Hockey Teams participated in the MIAA Division 1 Ice Hockey Tournament. Both teams 
were ranked in the top 20 at the end of the season. The Cheer team won a Regional 
Championship and the Dance Team won the inaugural State Championship. 

• Students enrolled in Family and Consumer Sciences courses find opportunities to develop 
strategies for positive relationship building; make healthy choices; think critically; explore 
career options; work independently and as a member of a team; examine stages of human 
growth and development; acquire child development skills; practice food preparation skills, 
and develop clothing construction skills. Unfortunately this program will be reduced due to 
budget constraints. 

• The Family and Consumer Sciences Department offers a Preschool lab program that allows 
high school students to develop teaching skills while working with preschool children.  
Students’ experiences in both the lab and classroom enable qualified candidates to become 
certified as preschool teachers by the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and 
Care. 

• Recognized as one of the top adult education programs in Eastern Massachusetts, the 
Braintree course of studies offers over 250 classes for area residents.  Registrations topped 
2,000 in the current year.  In addition, 190 high school juniors are currently enrolled in 
SAT prep courses taught by members of the English and Math departments.  An After 
School Conservatory provides over 150 students with private ½ hour lessons. 

• Braintree High School provides our student body with a variety of social experiences that 
enhance our school’s mission statement and school climate.  Students attend the annual 
Homecoming Dance, class sponsored dances, Junior Prom and Senior Prom reception at 
our school.  Additionally, we have a number of performances that showcase student talent 
such as:  the Theater Guild’s Fall and Spring plays, Battle of the Bands, Talent Show, Arts 
Night and Winter/Spring concert and band performances 

• Twenty-two students are members of the Braintree High School Art National Honor 
Society.  Excellence in the Art curriculum was reflected in 17 students being recognized in 
the annual Scholastic Art Competition which was highlighted in the Boston Globe. 

• The Orchestra, Band, Jazz Band, Concert Choir, Chamber Singers and Show Choir present 
over twenty school, community and charity concerts throughout the year.  The Choirs have 
won Platinum medals at the Great East Music Festival.  Exceptionally talented students are 
chosen to participate in the Southeastern Mass. Jr. and Sr. High School District Music 
Festivals, Southeastern Mass. Schools Bandmasters Association Jr. and Sr. High School 
Music Festivals and the Mass. Music Educators Association All-State Music Festival.  This 
past year eleven students were chosen for Districts; thirty-four students were chosen for 
SEMSBA; and four students were chosen for the prestigious All-State Festival. 
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• The Physical Education Department provides a comprehensive diversified program of team 
and lifetime sports, fitness, yoga, CPR and cooperative activities where students are 
encouraged to develop skills and positive attitudes toward lifelong participation in exercise. 
New activities for this school year included snowshoeing, orienteering and group game 
exploration. 

• The Physical Education, Family and Consumer Science, Health and Nursing departments 
annually provide a Health & Wellness Fair for seniors.  Twenty-four community agencies 
and health providers participated in this educational program, providing information to 
students on topics such as tobacco education, melanoma prevention, nutrition, substance 
abuse, eating disorders, fitness and health care.  Speakers from the Norfolk District 
Attorney’s Office and Braintree Police Department participated in the program. These 
departments also sponsored an evening program for parents and students grades 9 – 12 
called “Making Choices Saving Lives – Making a Difference on Underage Drinking”. 

• Braintree High School celebrates the diversity among our 1505 students.  Our student body 
is rich in culture and heritage with students from 39 countries. 

• Braintree High School provides a safe learning environment for teachers and students.  
Through use of surveillance equipment, on-site security staff, the services of a School 
Resource Officer and monthly meetings with the Norfolk County District Attorney’s office, 
student behavior is monitored in our school and in our community. 

• The BHS website (www.gpvillage.com/bhs) has provided our school community with an 
invaluable resource to communicate important information and to highlight 
accomplishments at our school. 

• The BHS faculty has developed professional learning groups to assess technology, grading 
practices and policies, instructional strategies, co-teaching models and school policies that 
will enhance student performance and instruction. 
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